and subjected to the minimum of interference. They start by describing the relationship between the rate of growth of a bacterial cell in the steady state and its mass and composition, and then discuss what happens during the transition from one growth rate to another. This leads to an analysis of how the overall rate of RNA synthesis is controlled. The final chapters are on the regulation of DNA synthesis and the organization of DNA in the nucleus.
The book also has an appendix containing four of the authors' own papers. These papers are readily available in libraries; so too are reviews of the literature comparable to that given in the first chapter of this book. Omission of these two sections would cut the length of the book by over a third. Publication of a shorter book as a paper-back would make it much easier for students to buy. This book can nevertheless be recommended as a clear introduction to an important and interesting field. This is a short monograph by Dr Cannon of Los Angeles who is well known for his work in direct arterial surgery. Loop strippers for endarterectomy made to his design are used in many surgical centres throughout the world.
Endarterectomy, the operation devised by dos Santos in Portugal, like so many other valuable procedures in arterial surgery, has an established place in the treatment of arteriosclerosis. Its exact place might be argued by different surgeons. Many, for example, prefer vein by-pass grafting for femoral arterial blocks. All will, however, find points of interest in Dr Cannon's book and it will be of great assistance to many workers in the field of vascular surgery. Chairman of the NDCS, in her opening address when she said that though doctors could diagnose and teachers slave it was glaring truth that deaf children could only and best be helped through the parents. Within these terms of reference Mr Ian Robin gave a clear and informative talk on medical causes of deafness. Speaking not only as a psychiatrist but as the parent of a deaf child, Dr Philip Bloom was both compassionate and sensible on the effect of a deaf child in the family. Mr Gavin Livingstone, whose experience in this field is unique, gave an authoritative paper on the management of children with deafness due to thalidomide. Mr J M A Lenihan, Regional Physicist for Glasgow, spoke of the importance of accurate standards of audiometry and the need for regular periodic checking of audiometers. He also mentioned his proposed (and much needed) investigation of the threshold of hearing of 5-and 13-year-old children in order to establish working standards. Mrs N H Moseley, Lecturer in Education of the Deaf at Manchester University, spoke on parent guidance in the home and in the special clinic from her own wide experience as an educationist and a research worker. Amongst the most informative papers for medical readers, however, will be those by the two practising teachers of the deaf, Miss Wendy Galbraith, on the teacher's relationship with the parents of a very deaf young child, and Dr E S Greenaway, on problems of profoundly deaf children. Miss Galbraith has been giving auditory training to young children and guiding their parents for twenty years and her talk was full of wise practical suggestions. Dr Greenaway, who has battled for many years on behalf of the profoundly deaf child who cannot benefit from auditory training, hearing aids or even lip reading, rightly stresses that communication by signs or finger spelling is preferable to no communication at all. Such a child should be given systematic teaching in manual methods.
A final section under classified headings is devoted to questions raised and answered in discussion. The report is well produced and printed. It Revision has resulted in a reduction in the number of pages and some repositioning of familiar material; however, the index is reliable and adequate.
The author has a reputation for being a teacher of the conservativc school and has always protected his students from the unproven. There is therefore no mention of vacuum extraction. Although Keilland is damned with faint praise, decapitation is described in a factual manner which could lead to confusion. It must be recorded, however, that the section on destructive operations has been shortened over the past ten years.
A new chapter on maternal mortality and its prevention incorporates figures from the confidential reports. This chapter is a most valuable addition and is balanced by a similar section on perinatal mortality with reference to the perinatal survey.
Puerperal sepsis has always been one of Mr Gibberd's special interests and there were sections on this problem in his previous editions. It is refreshing to turn to the subject in this edition and to find it entirely remodelled. It The purpose of the notes is, however, amply fulfilled and they should be on the wall of every X-ray room, particularly those where emergencies are rare.
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